






post-truth – an adjective defined as  ‘relating to or 
denoting circumstances in which objective facts are 

less influential in shaping public opinion than 
appeals to emotion and personal belief’    



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2017/01/22/



Changing climate in a post-truth world of 
alternative facts

…. Giving up is not an option

David Pearson
Laurentian University

Sudbury



https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-kicks-website-updates



Accessed 1 May 2017https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/signpost/cc.html



AP Photo/Gene J. PuskarScott Pruitt at the Harvey Mine in SW Pennsylvania, 13 April, 2017



http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/09/epa-chief-scott-pruitt.html
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Don’t assume that simply providing information to 
people will change the way they think and behave
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Lunar module









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYh2g5z9Y4I









He resigned his membership in the Planetary 

Society because of its stance on the subject 

[climate change], writing in his resignation letter that 

the 

"global warming scare is being used as a political 

tool to increase government control over American 
lives, incomes and decision-making."



In a 2009 interview, Schmitt asserted a link 

between Soviet Communism and the American 

environmental movement: 

"I think the whole trend really began with 

the fall of the Soviet Union. Because the 

great champion of the opponents of liberty, 

namely communism, had to find some 

other place to go and they basically went 

into the environmental movement."



Schmitt co-authored a May 8, 2013 Wall Street 

Journal opinion column …. contending that increasing 

levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are not 

significantly correlated with global warming, 

attributing the "single-minded demonization of this 

natural and essential atmospheric gas" to advocates 

of government control of energy production ….. 

"Contrary to what some would have us believe, 

increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will 

benefit the increasing population on the planet by 
increasing agricultural productivity."







Georgetown  University,   30 March 2011

Georgetown  University,   30 March, 2011



Yale Project on Climate Change Communication

Know your audience ... the six global warming 
“publics”

http://environment.yale.edu/climate/

http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/six-americas-2016-election 
George Mason Univ and Yale Univ

http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016_3_CCAM_6Ams_1.png
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016_3_CCAM_6Ams_1.png








Values

Beliefs

Experience

Interests

Knowledge

Barriault
2017 (mod)



Barriault 2017 (mod)



Dan Kahan, Yale U. Advances in Political Psychology 2014  doi: 10.1111/pops.12244



En.wikipedia

The Boyhood of Raleigh by Sir John Everett Millais



Beginning Middle End

Randy Olson, TEDMED 2013
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Randy Olson, TEDMED 2013
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Uri Hasson, Princeton 

University

TED Talk, March 2016
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www.victorianweb.org







Skeptical Science
https://www.skepticalscience.com/

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie7Yqmi4jUAhVhi1QKHaVVCZwQFggmMAA&url=https://www.skepticalscience.com/&usg=AFQjCNGB0UdXrt5sZF5025Ax2iKzagdwnA


dpearson@laurentian.ca

Climate change 
impacts and 

adaptation in remote 
First Nations 

in far north Ontario

mailto:dpearson@laurentian.ca


Thank you


